








Beatrice the honeybee made a beeline to the base of the tree to confront Grubby the Bear.

7KH KRQH\EHH: -V EX]] VRXQGHG OLNH D UDWWOH VKDNLQJ YHU\ UDSLC
GLIAFXOW\ DW DOO 7KLV DPD]J]HG WKH EHDU

-XVW WKHQ KH IHOW D EUHH]H VR JHQWOH LW EDUHO\ FDXVHG D VRX
$ ZzKLII zDV DOO LW WRRN +H JUDEEHG WKH WUHH WUXQN ZLWK KLV .
LQ WKH PLGGOH RI WKH WUHH ZKHUH WKH VZHHW KRQH\ ZDV VWRUHG
-XVW DV KH ZzDV DERXW WR VWLFN KLV QRVH LQ WKH KRQH\ %HDWUL
7KH EHDU VWDUHG DW WKH VWLQJHU DQG V O R Z O\ EDFNHG XS
%YHDWULFH OLYHG LQ WKH KLYH ZLWK EHH IULHQGY DQG WRRN J.
JURP WKH JURXQG *UXEE\ ZKR FUDYHG WKH KRQH\ PRUH WKDQ DQ\W
VRPH QXPEHUV RQ KLV SDGGHG SDZzZV ,I| WKHUH ZDV RQH EHH EX]]LQJ
ZHUH EX]]LQJ WKHUH FRXOG EH IRXU $QG LI IRXU EHHV ZHUH EX]]LQ
+H SDXVHG

%HIRUH KH FRXOG GR DOO WKH PDWK %HDWULFH GURSSHG OLNH D K
over his head and stopped in midair at eye-level.

“Go back to your cave,” she buzzed.






7KLV ZDV WRR PXFK IRU *UXEE\

+H SXIIHG XS PDNLQJ KLPVHOI DV EDG DV KH FRXOG DQG JUR
“I'm surprised to see you’re guarding your hive.

+RQH\EHHYVY DUH GURSSLQJ OLNH ALHV

<RX NQRZ , UDQ LQWR VRPH EHH FRXQWHUV WKH RWKHU GD\
They told me more than a third of your buddies in U.S. colonies

have been lost since last year.

That'’s tens of billions of bees.

7TKH\ ZHUH VQXIIHG E\ PLWHYVY SHVWLFLGHV DQG D P\VWHULRX\

that's causing the big bees to abandon their hives.”

Beatrice looked stung and buried her antennas in her fuzzy striped body.
Grubby chuckled.






", YH EHHQ ZDWFKLQJ \RXU KLYH HYHU\ GD\ p
Grubby continued, his voice matter-of-fact.
“Couldn’t help but notice, there’s not as much BUZZING

going on as last summer.”

Beatrice landed on the bear’s ear and climbed it like a mountaineer.

"TKDW:-V QRQH RI \RXU EXVLQHVV pu VKH ZKLVSHUHG

*UXEE\ WULHG WR VZDW KHU

+H PLVVHG DQG VKH YLROHQWO\ AHZ DURXQG KLV OHIW HD!






*UXEE\ JUXPEOHG ",W:V HYHU\ERG\:V EXVLQHVV p +H WXUQHG DZD
EHHY QHHG WR JHW ZLWK LW 7KH\ ZHUHQ-W SROOLQDWLQJ SODQW

suffer because of it.

%HDWULFH ZDWFKHG KLP JR 6KH WKRXJKW DERXW KRZ WKH HOGHI
become a pollinator. Worker bees like herself are some of the best pollinators. They pollinate

HYHU\WKLQJ IURP DSSOH WUHHV WR EHUULHV WR HJJSODQWYV 7KH
LQJUHGLHQWY WR PDNH KRQH\ QHFWDU DQG SROOHQ %RWK DUH "

%YHDWULFH KDG QHYHU GRQH DQ\ SROOLQDWLQJ EXW KHU JXDUG C
EHFRPH D SROOLQDWRU VRRQ HQRXJK 7KDW:V WKH ZD\ ZRUNHU E&}
7KH\ VZLWFK MREV DV WKH\ DJH

'URXJKW ODVW \HDU FDXVHG D ORW RI ZRUNHUV LQ KHU KLYH WR J
/KH TXHHQ ZDV VLFN IURP SHVWLFLGHYV

%YHDWULFH LQVWLQFWLYHO\ NQHZ *UXEE\ ZDV ULJKW +HU EHH IULI
WKHP %XW ZKDW FRXOG RQH OLWWOH EHH GR"






6KH WKRXJKW ORQJ DQG KDUG DQG AQDOO\ GHFLGHG WR JR GR
Zot the frog.

+H ZDV OHDSLQJ DQG SORSSLQJ LQ WKH SRQG ZKHQ VKH JRW W
HYHU\ZKHUH KH ZHQW EXW VKH ORVW WUDFN RI KLP 'XFNZHHG
VZLUOV RQ WKH ZDWHU

%HDWULFH ORRNHG WR WKH OHIW WR WKH ULJKW XS DQG GRZ

Plop!

'KHQ VKH ORRNHG LQ WKH GLUHFWLRQ RI WKH VRXQG VKH VDZ
DERYH WKH VXUIDFH RI WKH ZzDWHU VWLOO DV D URFN =RW ZD

“Zot!” Beatrice shouted.






6KH ODQGHG RQ D OLO\ SDG QH[W WR KLP DQG VvVDW EDFN RQ KHU ZLQJV

“,-P EXV\ PDNLQJ D OLYLQJ p =RW JXUJOHG “":KDW LV LW"pu

Beatrice sighed. “I have something important to say,” she said.

“I'm afraid I’'m the only healthy bee left in my hive.”

=RW GLGQ-W WHOO KHU VKH KDG UHDVRQ WR ZRUU\ ,QVWHDG KH VDLG

%YHDWULFH VKUXJJHG ', GRQ-W NQRZ ZKDW WR GR &DQ \RX KHOS PH"pu

“,-P DIUDLG QRW p =RW UHSOLHG "%XW D EHHNHHSHU OLYHV RQ D IDUP

Maybe the queen of that hive can help your colony.”

Beatrice asked him
KRZ WR JHW WKHUH

=RW GUHZ D PDS RQ D OLO\ SDG

folded it up and gave it to her.






+LV GLUHFWLRQV ZHUH JRRG

She found the beekeeper’s yard in no time at all.

+H ZDV VWDQGLQJ QH[W WR D ER[ VKDSHG ZRRGHQ KLYH
+H ZRUH D PDVN RYHU KLV IDFH DQG WKLFN JORYHYV






,Q WKH KLYH ZHUH WKRXVDQGY DQG WKRXVDQGV RI EHHYV
%YHDWULFH VTXHH]HG WKURXJK WKH KROH DQG FUDZOHG LC

The bees of the hive looked at her for a long time.

Beatrice didn’t mind.

6KH VWDUHG EDFN DW WKHP DQG WKHQ VKH GLG ZKDW
EHHY GR WR FRPPXQLFDWH VKH GDQFHG D MLJ






6KH GDQFHG WR WHOO WKHP VKH zZzDV DOO ULJKW

6KH GDQFHG WR OHW WKHP NQRZ VKH ZDV KHUH WR VDYH KH
6KH GDQFHG WR VKRZ WKH GLVWDQFH

6KH GDQFHG XQWLO WKH TXHHQ RI WKH QHZ KLYH VHQW D ZI
WR %YHDWULFH-V EXGGLHVY DQG NLQGO\ WRRN %HDWULFH XQ¢






“We might not be doing any better,”

WKH TXHHQ VROHPQO\ VDLG GDEELQJ KHU WRQJXH ZLWK UR\L
She continued. “But there is reason to hope.

$ ORW Rl HQHUJ\ LV EHLQJ VSHQW WU\LQJ WR AJXUH RXW WKH
(YHU\WKLQJ IURP FHOOXODU SKRQH WRZHUV WR WUDYHOLQJ E
, JRW VLFN IURP D SRRU GLHW RQ P\ ODVW WULS FURVYV FRXQ\

LWK WKDW WKH TXHHQ FRGGOHG %HDWULFH DQG VDLG
"+RQH\EHHVY DUH RQH RI WKH PRVW LPSRUWDQW LQVHFWYV LQ
/TKH TXHHQ ZDQWHG WR VKRZ %HDWULFH KRZ LW ZRUNYV

6R WKH WZR RI WKHP FDXJKW D ULGH RQ D FXUUHQW RI ZLQG
WR DQ DSSOH RUFKDUG EXUVWLQJ ZLWK EORVVRPV






"$SSOHV GRQ-W MXVW JURZ RQ WUHHV p WKH TXHHQ SDQWHG
"8QOHVYVY DQ LQVHFW SROOLQDWHYVY WKH EORVVRPV WKH\ ZRQ-W E

%YHDWULFH QHYHU NQHZ WKDW
/KH TXHHQ REVHUYHG KHU VXUSULVH ZLWK D ORRN RI VDWLVIDF
“'LITHUHQW NLQGV RI IUXLWV DQG ARZHUV DUH WKH VDPH ZD\ p \






7KH QH[W GD\ %YHDWULFH EHJDQ ZRUNLQJ DV D SROOLQDWRU IRU W

6KH VSHQW WKH PRUQLQJ JDWKHULQJ SROOHQ IURP VTXDVK DQG ZD
She put pollen in the baskets on her legs and stored nectar in her honey stomach
until something in the sky caught her eye.

,W ORRNHG OLNH AJKWHU MHWYV D ZKROH VZDUP RI WKHP

$V WKH\ GUHZ QHDU %HDWULFH VDZ LW ZDV KHU ROG FRORQ\

7KH\ AHZ GRZQ WR D WUHH LQ WKH EHHNHHSHU-V EDFN\DUG

+H OLIWHG D FDQH DQG JHQWO\ VKRRN WKH WUHH EUDQFKHV XQWLC
DQG AHZ LQWR D KLYH ZKHUH %HDWULFH ZDV ZDLWLQJ IRU WKHP






Beatrice and her buddies celebrated their reunion
ZLWK VRPH KRPHVSXQ KRQH\ FRQHV

The End



Beatrice saved her colony. Other ways to learn about bees:
Here are ways you can help honeybees:

T (DW KRQH\ :KDW:V UHDOO\ IXQ LV WR WD’
$ 30DQW D EXVK RU ARZHU WKDW ZRXOG ERQHRR GYIHRRW\ SRQQPW HKHHDW LWV RZQ SROOHQ
%HHNHHSHU FOXEV LQ \RXU DUHD NQRZ ZIKWW RZBEHADW RIRRAQKRQH\ 1H[W WLPH \RX JI
them, pick your favorite online search engine and type in for the different colors of honey and try them out. Each
the name of your state and beekeeper associations. A list FRORU LV D GLIIHUHQW ADYRU
ZLOO FRPH XS 3LFN WKH RQH \RX WKLQN PLJKW EH ULJKW IRU \RX

t :KHUH FDQ \RX EX\ KRQH\" $O0O0 VWRUHV FI
f SQRWKHU IXQ DFWLYLW\ 3 PDNH EHH ZL\WQWR WRKWDRIGD QROGE NGMVRDUNHWY RIWHQ F
or large pieces of cardboard. Attach them to your back honey produced by local beekeepers.

ZLWK D EHOW RU URSH 1RZ \RX FDQ WLSWRH DURXQG GLSSLQJ

GRZQ RU GLVDSSHDULQJ LQWR WKLQJV O £ NAHYRHADHIWVIRDE MV IGLGN DRERXW VWDUWLQJ D K
UHDOO\ EH D EHH SDLQW \HOORZ DQG EODPHFW WWNHSHWRQSDWRRD®RFDO DSLDU\" $Q
shirt. The fuzzier, the better. %HHNHHSHUV FDQ-W *52: EHHV EHFDXVH EI

%XW WKH\ GR PDQDJH WKHP 7KH\ KDYH AH
f $SFW RXW WKH VWRU\ RI "% HDWULFH WKMW B MWHKH ZSX\EKO LR XL FORFDQ JR WKHUH DQG ZI
'DG RU IULHQGYVY +DYH RQH RI WKHP EH %KIIDWMAU I7KKHH \ VDIOHRBBW RHIUW XS DQG VKRZ \RX Z
one, Grubby, the third one, Zot, the fourth one, the 3 \RX FDQ ZDWFK WKHP WDNLQJ WKH KRQH\
4XHHQ 1RZ VZLWFK UROHVY 6HH ZKDW LW IHHOV OLNH WR EH HDFK
of these characters.

“The Adventures of Beatrice the Bee”
created by USGS Kids — U.S. Geological Survey
9LVLW XV RQOLQH DW HGXFDWLRQ XVJV JRY



