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The migration pattern of the monarch butterfly in North America is divided by the Rocky Mountains creating two 

main groups — the western monarchs who spend the winter on the coast of California and the eastern monarchs 

that migrate to central Mexico. As part of their migration route, Sonoma County remains to be an important area 

to grow milkweed and protect areas they may inhabit. Due to the disappearance of milkweed that the monarchs 

are highly dependent on and their vulnerability to extreme weather change, the population of both the western 

and eastern monarch butterflies have declined at alarming rates since the 1980s.  






