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The horned puffin gets its name from the small, horn-like
“eye-lash” that extends above the eye. The tufted puffin is
the largest puffin and is primarily black in color with only
a white mask on its face. The bright colors on the puffin’s
beak and legs appear only during mating season.

All puffins dive, fish, and sleep out at sea for months at a
time.

They have waterproof feathers and the ability to drink salt
water and catch food. Puffins “fly” both in the air and the
sea. They can dive down to 200 feet and stay under water
for up to a minute, scooping up small fish one-by-one. The
puffins hold the fish crosswise in their beaks with their
tongue while diving for more. The average catch is around
10 fish per trip, but they can easily carry up to 40 fish at
one time. The biggest haul on record is 62 fish at once!

For more information about Puffins and to make more
books, please visit:

www.climateclassroom.org/kids

Climate Classroom Kids is a project of
National Wildlife Federation and
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