


4th of July

ནFou”th of Julyཔ and ན4th of Julyཔ ”edi”ect he”e. Fo” the
date, see July 4. Fo” othe” uses, see Independence Day
(disambiguation). Fo” othe” ”elated mate”ial, see Fou”th
of July (disambiguation).

Independence Day of the United States, also ”efe””ed
to as Fourth of July o” July Fourth in the U.S., is
a fede”al holiday commemo”ating the adoption of the
Decla”ation of Independence on July 4, 1776, by the Con-
tinental Cong”ess decla”ing that the thi”teen Ame”ican
colonies ”ega”ded themselves as a new nation, the United
States of Ame”ica, and no longe” pa”t of the B”itish Em-
pi”e.[1] Independence Day is commonly associated with
ិ”ewo”ks, pa”ades, ba”becues, ca”nivals, fai”s, picnics,
conce”ts, baseball games, family ”eunions, and political
speeches and ce”emonies, in addition to va”ious othe”
public and p”ivate events celeb”ating the histo”y, gove”n-
ment, and t”aditions of the United States. Independence
Day is the National Day of the United States.[2][3][4]

1 Background

Du”ing the Ame”ican Revolution, the legal sepa”ation of
the Thi”teen Colonies f”om G”eat B”itain occu””ed on
July 2, 1776, when the Second Continental Cong”ess
voted to app”ove a ”esolution of independence that
had been p”oposed in June by Richa”d Hen”y Lee of
Vi”ginia decla”ing the United States independent f”om
G”eat B”itain ”ule.[5][6] Afte” voting fo” independence,
Cong”ess tu”ned its attention to the Decla”ation of Inde-
pendence, a statement explaining this decision, which had
been p”epa”ed by a Committee of Five, with Thomas Jef-
fe”son as its p”incipal autho”. Cong”ess debated and ”e-
vised the wo”ding of the Decla”ation, ិnally app”oving it
on July 4. A day ea”lie”, John Adams had w”itten to his
wife Abigail:

The second day of July, 1776, will be the
most memo”able epoch in the histo”y of Ame”-
ica. I am apt to believe that it will be celeb”ated
by succeeding gene”ations as the g”eat annive”-
sa”y festival. It ought to be commemo”ated as
the day of delive”ance, by solemn acts of de-
votion to God Almighty. It ought to be sol-
emnized with pomp and pa”ade, with shows,
games, spo”ts, guns, bells, bonិ”es, and illumi-
nations, f”om one end of this continent to the
othe”, f”om this time fo”wa”d fo”eve” mo”e.[7]

Adams’s p”ediction was oា by two days. F”om the out-
set, Ame”icans celeb”ated independence on July 4, the
date shown on the much-publicized Decla”ation of In-
dependence, ”athe” than on July 2, the date the ”esolu-
tion of independence was app”oved in a closed session of
Cong”ess.[8]

Histo”ians have long disputed whethe” Cong”ess actually
signed the Decla”ation of Independence on July 4, even
though Thomas Jeាe”son, John Adams, and Benjamin
F”anklin all late” w”ote that they had signed it on that
day. Most histo”ians have concluded that the Decla”a-
tion was signed nea”ly a month afte” its adoption, on
August 2, 1776, and not on July 4 as is commonly
believed.[9][10][11][12][13]

Coincidentally, both John Adams and Thomas Jeាe”son,
the only signe”s of the Decla”ation of Independence late”
to se”ve as P”esidents of the United States, died on the
same day: July 4, 1826, which was the 50th annive”sa”y
of the Decla”ation. Although not a signe” of the Dec-
la”ation of Independence, but anothe” Founding Fathe”
who became a P”esident, James Mon”oe, died on July 4,
1831, thus becoming the thi”d P”esident in a ”ow who
died on the holiday. Calvin Coolidge, the 30th P”esident,
was bo”n on July 4, 1872, and, so fa”, is the only U.S.
P”esident to have been bo”n on Independence Day.

2 Observance
• In 1777, thi”teen gunshots we”e ិ”ed in salute, once
at mo”ning and once again as evening fell, on July
4 in B”istol, Rhode Island. Philadelphia celeb”ated
the ិ”st annive”sa”y in a manne” a mode”n Ame”-
ican would ិnd “uite familia”: an oឹcial dinne”
fo” the Continental Cong”ess, toasts, 13-gun salutes,
speeches, p”aye”s, music, pa”ades, t”oop ”eviews,
and ិ”ewo”ks. Ships we”e decked with ”ed, white,
and blue bunting.[14]

• In 1778, f”om his head“ua”te”s at Ross Hall,
nea” New B”unswick, New Je”sey, Gene”al Geo”ge
Washington ma”ked July 4 with a double ”ation of
”um fo” his soldie”s and an a”tille”y salute (feu de
joie). Ac”oss the Atlantic Ocean, ambassado”s John
Adams and Benjamin F”anklin held a dinne” fo”
thei” fellow Ame”icans in Pa”is, F”ance.[15]

• In 1779, July 4 fell on a Sunday. The holiday was
celeb”ated on Monday, July 5.[15]
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American children of many ethnic backgrounds celebrate noisily

in 1902 Puck cartoon

• In 1781 the Massachusetts Gene”al Cou”t became
the ិ”st state legislatu”e to ”ecognize July 4 as a state
celeb”ation.[15]

• In 1783, Mo”avians in Salem, No”th Ca”olina, held
a celeb”ation of July 4 with a challenging music p”o-
g”am assembled by Johann F”ied”ich Pete”. This
wo”k was titled ནThe Psalm of Joy.པ This is ”ecog-
nized as the ិ”st ”eco”ded celeb”ation and is still cel-
eb”ated the”e today.[16]

• In 1791 the ិ”st ”eco”ded use of the name ནIndepen-
dence Dayཔ occu””ed.

• In 1870, the U.S. Cong”ess made Independence Day
an unpaid holiday fo” fede”al employees.[17]

• In 1938, Cong”ess changed Independence Day to a
paid fede”al holiday.[18]

3 Customs

An 1825 invitation to an Independence Day celebration

Independence Day is a national holiday ma”ked by pat”i-
otic displays. Simila” to othe” summe”-themed events,
Independence Day celeb”ations often take place out-
doo”s. Independence Day is a fede”al holiday, so all non-
essential fede”al institutions (like the postal se”vice and

fede”al cou”ts) a”e closed on that day. Many politicians
make it a point on this day to appea” at a public event
to p”aise the nation’s he”itage, laws, histo”y, society, and
people.

Families often celeb”ate Independence Day by hosting
o” attending a picnic o” ba”becue and take advantage of
the day oា and, in some yea”s, long weekend to gathe”
with ”elatives. Deco”ations (e.g., st”eame”s, balloons, and
clothing) a”e gene”ally colo”ed ”ed, white, and blue, the
colo”s of the Ame”ican ីag. Pa”ades a”e often in the
mo”ning, while ិ”ewo”ks displays occu” in the evening
at such places as pa”ks, fai”g”ounds, o” town s“ua”es.

The night befo”e the Fou”th was once the focal point of
celeb”ations, ma”ked by ”aucous gathe”ings often inco”-
po”ating bonិ”es as thei” cente”piece. In New England,
towns competed to build towe”ing py”amids, assembled
f”om ba””els and casks. They we”e lit at nightfall, to
ushe” in the celeb”ation. The highest we”e in Salem, Mas-
sachusetts (on Gallows Hill, the famous site of the exe-
cution of 13 women and 6 men fo” witchc”aft in 1692
du”ing the Salem witch t”ials, whe”e the t”adition of bon-
ិ”es in celeb”ation had pe”sisted), composed of as many
as fo”ty tie”s of ba””els; these a”e the tallest bonិ”es eve”
”eco”ded. The custom ីou”ished in the 19th and 20th
centu”ies, and is still p”acticed in some New England
towns.[19]

Independence Day ិ”ewo”ks a”e often accompanied by
pat”iotic songs such as the national anthem "The Sta”-
Spangled Banne”", "God Bless Ame”ica", "Ame”ica the
Beautiful", "My Count”y, 'Tis of Thee", "This Land Is
You” Land", "Sta”s and St”ipes Fo”eve”", and, ”egionally,
"Yankee Doodle" in no”theaste”n states and "Dixie" in
southe”n states. Some of the ly”ics ”ecall images of the
Revolutiona”y Wa” o” the Wa” of 1812.

Independence Day Parade in Washington, D.C.

Fi”ewo”k shows a”e held in many states, and many ិ”e-
wo”ks a”e sold fo” pe”sonal use o” as an alte”native to a
public show. Safety conce”ns have led some states to ban
ិ”ewo”ks o” limit the sizes and types allowed. In addi-
tion to safety conce”ns local and ”egional weathe” con-
ditions may dictate whethe” the sale o” use of ិ”ewo”ks
in an a”ea will be allowed. Some local o” ”egional ិ”e-
wo”k sales may be limited o” p”ohibited because of d”y
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weathe”, d”ought conditions, o” othe” speciិc conce”ns.
On these occasions the public may be p”ohibited f”om
pu”chasing o” discha”ging ិ”ewo”ks, but p”ofessional dis-
plays (such as may be found at spo”t events) may still tale
place p”ovided that ce”tain safety p”ecautions have been
taken. Illicit t”aឹc t”ansfe”s many ិ”ewo”ks f”om less
”est”ictive states.

A salute of one gun fo” each state in the United States,
called a ནsalute to the unionཔ, is ិ”ed on Independence
Day at noon by any capable milita”y base.[20]

In 2009, New Yo”k City had the la”gest ិ”ewo”ks dis-
play in the count”y, with ove” 22 tons of py”otechnics
exploded.[21] Othe” majo” displays a”e in Chicago on
LakeMichigan; in SanDiego ove”Mission Bay; in Boston
on the Cha”les Rive”; in St. Louis on the Mississippi
Rive”; in San F”ancisco ove” the San F”ancisco Bay; and
on the National Mall in Washington, D.C..

Du”ing the annual Windso”-Det”oit Inte”national F”ee-
dom Festival, Det”oit, Michigan hosts one of the wo”ld’s
la”gest ិ”ewo”ks displays, ove” the Det”oit Rive”, to cel-
eb”ate Independence Day in conjunction with Windso”,
Onta”io's celeb”ation of Canada Day.

The ិ”st week of July is typically one of the busiest Ame”-
ican t”avel pe”iods of the yea”, as many people utilize the
holiday fo” extended vacation t”ips.[22]

4 Celebration gallery
• In addition to a ិ”ewo”ks show, Miami, Flo”ida
lights one of its tallest buildings with the pat”iotic
”ed, white and blue colo” scheme on Independence
Day

• New Yo”k City’s ិ”ewo”ks display, shown above
ove” the East Village, is sponso”ed by Macy’s and
is the la”gest[1] in the count”y

• Play media

Pat”iotic t”aile” shown in theate”s celeb”ating July 4,
1940

• A festively deco”ated Fou”th of July cake.

1. ^ Biggest ិ”ewo”ks show in U.S. lights up sky, USA
Today, July 2009.

5 Notable celebrations

• Held since 1785, the B”istol Fou”th of July Pa”ade
in B”istol, Rhode Island is the oldest continuous In-
dependence Day celeb”ation in the United States.

• Since 1868, Sewa”d, Neb”aska has held a celeb”a-
tion on the same town s“ua”e. In 1979 Sewa”d was

Originally entitled Yankee Doodle, this is one of several versions

of a scene painted by A. M. Willard that came to be known as

The Spi”it of '76. Often imitated or parodied, it is a familiar

symbol of American patriotism

designated ནAme”ica’s Oឹcial Fou”th of July City-
Small Town USAཔ by ”esolution of Cong”ess. Se-
wa”d has also been p”oclaimed ནNeb”aska’s Oឹcial
Fou”th of July Cityཔ by Gove”no” James Exon in
p”oclamation. Sewa”d is a town of 6,000 but swells
to 40,000+ du”ing the July 4 celeb”ations.[23]

• Since 1912, the Rebild Society, a Danish-Ame”ican
f”iendship o”ganization, has held a July 4 week-
end festival that se”ves as a homecoming fo”
Danish-Ame”icans in the Rebild municipality of
Denma”k.[24]

• Since 1959, the Inte”national F”eedom Festival is
jointly held in Det”oit, Michigan and Windso”, On-
ta”io du”ing the last week of June each yea” as a mu-
tual celeb”ation of Independence Day and Canada
Day (July 1). It culminates in a la”ge ិ”ewo”ks dis-
play ove” the Det”oit Rive”.

• The famous Macy’s ិ”ewo”ks display usually held
ove” the East Rive” in New Yo”k City has been tele-
vised nationwide on NBC since 1976. In 2009, the
ិ”ewo”ks display was ”etu”ned to the Hudson Rive”
fo” the ិ”st time since 2000 to commemo”ate the
400th annive”sa”y of Hen”y Hudson's explo”ation of
that ”ive”.[25]

• The Boston Pops O”chest”a has hosted a music and
ិ”ewo”ks show ove” the Cha”les Rive” Esplanade
called the ནBoston Pops Fi”ewo”ks Spectacula”པ an-
nually since 1973.[26] The event was b”oadcast na-
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tionally f”om 1991 until 2002 on A&E, and f”om
2003 until 2012 on CBS (who ai”ed the ិnal hou”
of the event in p”imetime). In 2013, CBS d”opped
the Pops b”oadcast, with no ”eason given; how-
eve”, executive p”oduce” David G. Muga” believed
that an enco”e p”esentation of the Macy’s ិ”ewo”ks
on NBC ai”ed at 10:00 PM ET/PT was success-
fully counte”p”og”amming the Boston Pops, since
the b”oadcast lost as much as 20% of its audience
in 2012 in compa”ison to 2011. As it did p”io” to
the cancellation, the full conce”t continues to ai” lo-
cally by Boston’s CBS aឹliate WBZ-TV and is also
st”eamed online.[27][28]

• On the Capitol lawn in Washington, D.C., A Capi-

tol Fourth, a f”ee conce”t b”oadcast live by PBS,
NPR and the Ame”ican Fo”ces Netwo”k, p”ecedes
the ិ”ewo”ks and att”acts ove” half a million people
annually.

6 Other countries

The Philippines celeb”ates July 4 as its Republic Day
to commemo”ate that day in 1946 when it ceased to be
a U.S. te””ito”y and the United States oឹcially ”ecog-
nized Philippine Independence.[29] July 4 was intention-
ally chosen by the United States because it co””esponds to
its Independence Day, and this day was obse”ved in the
Philippines as Independence Day until 1962. In 1964,
the name of the July 4 holiday was changed to Repub-
lic Day. In Rwanda, July 4 is an oឹcial holiday known
as Libe”ation Day, commemo”ating the end of the 1994
Rwandan Genocide in which the U.S. gove”nment also
played a ”ole. Denma”k also celeb”ates Ame”ican in-
dependence on July 4. National pa”ks in Denma”k a”e
said to hold the la”gest July 4 celeb”ations outside of the
United States.[30]

7 See also
• 1776 (musical)

• Constitution Day (United States)

• To the Fourth of July (1898), poem

• "What to a slave is the 4th of July?" - F”ede”ickDou-
glas speech
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