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This Belongs to:

The job of Junior Rangers is to 
EXPLORE their surroundings and 

LEARN about the  natural world 
in our parks and in their own 
communities. Through exploration 
and learning, Junior Rangers  can  
then help us to PROTECT the 

National Parks, which are here for 
everyone to enjoy.

Welcome Junior 
Rangers!

MediumEasy Challenging

Complete at least the same number of activities as your age. If 
you are over 10, complete 10 activities (including all challenging 
level activities.) 

Remember: You can always ask a friend, a parent, or a ranger for 
help with the activities.

Bring your completed Junior Ranger book to the Ranger Station. 
Have a ranger look it over for you, then take the oath and receive 
your badge.

 To become a Junior Ranger:

Activity Guides:

1.

2.

3.



Which two of these items do you think are the most important?

What else might you need if the weather is bad?

#1: The Prepared Hiker
When hiking, it’s important to be prepared. Having the right gear 
will help to avoid trouble. The hike to Devils Postpile is short, so 
you won’t need a lot. Sunscreen, bugspray and water are a good 
start.

If you are hiking to Rainbow Falls, you will be on the trail longer 
and will need to bring some things with you. Circle the pictures 
of the things you should have when hiking to Rainbow Falls:



Part B: Interview a Ranger

Name of Program:
What Did You Learn?:

Ranger Signature:

Part A: Attend a Program
#2: Complete either Part A or Part B.

How long have you worked here?  •
What do you do in the winter? •
Have you worked at any other parks? •
What do you like about your job? •

Name of Ranger:

Question #1:

Answer:

Question #2:

Answer:

Where’s your favorite place here? •
What’s your favorite hiking trail? •
What animals have you seen while  •
working here?

Ask a Ranger if you can talk with them about their job. Either 
pick two questions from the list below, or you can come  up with 
your own. Pick your questions before you start.



#3: Geology Rocks
Scientists who learn about and study rocks are called geologists. 
Geologists often sketch or describe the rock formations they study. 
You can be a geologist too. In the space below, draw or describe 
the Postpile as it looks from the bottom:

Now, take the trail to the top of the Postpile. Draw what it looks 
like on the top.

Bottom Top

This picture shows the shape of the Postpile 
columns. Trace the dotted lines to complete 
the shape. Then circle the shape below that 
matches.

Star

OCtagon

HexaGon

Diamond





In the picture on the left, circle the people not following park 
rules. Below are some sentences describing how to respect 
nature and enjoy a safe visit. For each sentence, choose the 
highlighted word that best completes the sentence.

#4: Respecting Nature: Do’s 
and Don’ts

If you see a snake on the trail, you should pick 
it up/walk around it/ throw a rock 
at it.

After eating lunch, you should throw away/
make a hat from/leave your trash.

It is sometimes/never/always 
okay to feed wild animals your food.

Climbing on the rocks at Devils Postpile is fun/
not allowed/difficult.

When you find a neat rock, you should throw 
it/take it home/leave it where it is.

A good Junior Ranger avoids/
eats/REspects nature.



#5 - Part A: Trace Your Trail

Trails



#5 - Part B: National Parks are 
Everywhere

Look at the map below. Devils Postpile is labeled with a      . Put 
an X to show where you live, then draw a line to show the route 
you took to get here. If you are from another country, write it on 
the line below the picture. Ask a parent or friend for help if you 
need it.

Bonus: Have you been to other National Park sites? If you have, 
mark them with       on the map. 

The map to the left shows Devils Postpile National Monument. 
On the map, find where you are and mark it with an X. When 
you’re done hiking, trace the path that you followed today.

Country:



#6: Using Your Senses

Smell: At the top of the Postpile, there is a big tree with reddish-
brown bark, which stands alone. This is a jeffrey pine. Smell in 
between the cracks on the bark. What does it smell like? Write 
your answer below.

Look: While you’re walking on the trail today, look for things 
that are new to you. Are there plants or animals you’ve never seen 
before? In the box, draw something neat you saw while hiking.

Listen: Write down at least one thing you hear while on the 
trail. Try to imitate the sound.

Feel: While you are on top of the Postpile, feel one of the rocks 
you’re standing on. Describe how it feels below. 



This arrowhead is the logo of the National 
Park Service.  It contains five symbols: a 
Bison,  a  Mountain, a   Tree, a  Lake,  
and an Arrowhead. Each of these 
symbols represents a different resource 
protected by the National Park Service.

Match the bold words above to the 
sentences below, describing what each part 
of the National Park Service logo represents. 

#7: The National Park 
 Service

Where have you seen the arrowhead at Devils Postpile?

Represents the wildlife found in 
our national parks.

Represents the history of our nation, 
protected by the National Park Service. 

Represents the beautiful landscapes 
contained within our national parks. 

Represents the plants protected within 
national parks. 

Represents natural resources (like water 
or air)  and recreation opportunities in our 
parks.



#8: Scavenger Hunt
Can you find the following things at Devils Postpile? Try to find 
at least three of the five and draw or describe them in the boxes 
below. Remember not to take any of these things with you.

Then find something...

older than you
younger than you
bigger than you
smaller than you
you’ve never seen before
made by people 

a flower or 
plant

a Park Ranger

an animal

a pine cone

your favorite
rock

Name:

Pick your favorite thing from the list above. Draw it in the blank 
box above.



Devils Postpile formed less than 100,000 years ago. Read the 
description of how the Postpile formed, then draw pictures in the 
blank spaces to match the descriptions.

 

 At the top of the Postpile, look at the column shapes. The columns 
can have three to eight sides, with over half having six sides. Pick 
a group of ten columns, and count the number of sides on each 
column. Record how many of each in the categories below:

1. About 100,000 
years ago, lava 
erupted and filled 
this valley to a 
depth of nearly 
400 feet.

4. Around 20,000 
years ago, a glacier 
moved through the 
valley exposing and 
polishing the tops 
of the columns. 

2. As the lava 
cooled, it began to 
shrink and cracks 
formed on the 
surface.

3.  The surface 
cracks deepened 
to form long post-
like columns that 
were shaped like 
hexagons.

#9: Devils Postpile: Fire 
 & Ice

Triangle (3 Sides)

Square (4 Sides)

Pentagon (5 Sides)

Hexagon (6 Sides)

Septagon (7 Sides)

Octagon (8 Sides)



#10: The Scenic San Joaquin

R S D U I C A L I F O R N I A L S
A A R H S E L W C X O G Z N F E F
I Q I L O Z S F I C S F R R K T O
L U R A I N B O W F A L L S O L L
P E R T T B O M N Q N I Y E A D G
I A L S D R S P A U J C G D T S I
C L C R D U S U F I O L E D R E A
S L U I C S T E L L A D D L S E N
A X G N F M A E I W Q U P E S B T
R P A G R I C U L T U R E T C K E
T O H O F A C I T Y I O G O Y A D
R L E L T L K G B H N T S P T N I
U Q T D E W O R A M B R I R R C A
M L F E S L B U S A P S T U O N C
G S G N Y O V L L J L E R N U R U
E T R Q U S E M L O N G E S T P Y
E M F A L P W B O U T S R C B U H

Read the following facts about the San Joaquin River. Fill in the blanks for each 
sentence. (The first letter and total number of letters for each space is listed.) Some 
answers are two words. The first blank has been done for you. When you’re done, 
find the words from the blanks in the word search below. Remember: You can 
always ask for help.

The San Joaquin (10) is the second l                            (7) river and the 
second largest watershed in the state of 
C                         (10).

R                                     (12) is the name of the San 
Joaquin waterfall located in the monument.

Eighty percent of the water from the San Joaquin is used 

for a                                        (11) and industry.

Only t            (3) percent of the river’s water flows all 
the way to the P                       (7) Ocean.

There are four types of t                     (5) found in the San 
Joaquin within the monument: Rainbow, Brook, Brown 
and G                           (6). 



#11: The Rainbow Fire
In August of 1992, lightning ignited a fire in the Inyo National Forest, just outside 
Devils Postpile. The Rainbow Fire burned 8,765 acres, 690 of which were 
in the Monument. When you walk to Rainbow Falls, you can see the burn area. 
Several charred trees still stand, but you can also see new growth in this area.

Succession is the term used to describe the process of regrowth after a forest 
fire or other disturbance. When fires occur,  different plant species slowly begin to 
regrow in affected areas. This process happens in stages. With each new stage, new 
plants and animals will move into the area.

Start at  Stage 1 in the maze below and find your way through the stages of succession. 
For each stage, write an animal species you think would live in that ecosystem. Stage 
1 has been completed for you. Be ready to explain your choices to a ranger. Don’t 
worry if you are not 100% sure about your answers. Try to think about what animals 
would live with what types of plants. Do your best!

Stage 1: Burned  
Forest

Stage 5: TreesStage 4: Saplings

Stage 3: Shrubs

Stage 2: Grasses

Start 

End 

Hairy
Woodpecker



#12: Leave No Trace
Leave No Trace is a set of guidelines for people interacting with nature. 
There are seven principles in the Leave No Trace philosophy:
 

Which activities in this booklet deal with these seven principles? Write 
the activity numbers here:

1)Plan Ahead & Prepare
2)Travel & Camp on Durable Surfaces
3)Dispose of Waste Properly
4)Leave what you Find
5)Minimize Campfire Impacts
6)Respect Wildlife
7)Be Considerate of Other Visitors

 

Things in Nature Things We Have in Common How It Helps Me

Soil Both have minerals; made of 
many different parts

Helps grow plants to 
eat

Leave No Trace encourages people to realize that they are part of the 
natural world. How are you like the things you find in nature? Fill in the 
chart below with four additional natural things you find at Devils Post-
pile.
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W
hat w

as your favorite activity in this book?

W
hat w

as the best thing you did or saw
 at D

evils Postpile?

W
hat other N

ational Park sites have you been to?

If you could visit anyw
here in the w

orld, w
here w

ould you go? W
hy?

H
ow

 can you help take care of nature in your com
m

unity at hom
e?

Ju
n

io
r

 R
a

n
g

er
 Fo

o
d

 fo
r

 T
h

o
u

g
h

t



www.nps.gov/webrangers

Want to 
Become 
a Web

Ranger?

Be sure to have a parent’s 
permission before you sign onto 

the WebRanger Web Site:

Did you like this Junior Ranger program? 

Would you like to play games and solve puzzles 
while earning badges and learning about other parks?

Do you want to work your way up to earning a 
real WebRanger patch?

Then You’ll love WebRangers. go online and 
check it out today. It’s Free, Easy to use and Lots 
of fun!



Devils Postpile National Monument
P.O. Box 3999

Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546-3999
http://www.nps.gov/DEPO

760-934-2289
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